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ANTHRAX AND THE STERILIZATION OF SHAVING BRUSHES. 

Because of continued occurrence of cases of anthrax due to infected 
shaving brushes, the Public Health Service has issued a circular letter 
of warning to State and local health authorities and others concerned. 

Attention is also called to the report on page 994 on an investiga- 
tion of the shaving-brush industry with special reference to anthrax. 
This investigation was conducted by the United States Public Health 
Service in 1918. 

The circular letter of warning follows: 
To State, and local health authorities and others concerned: 

The continued occurrence of cases of anthrax due to infected shav- 
ing brushes leads this bureau to believe that the suggestion contained 
in Bureau Circular Letter No. 136, dated July 31, 1918, recommend- 
ing the sterilization of all brushes in trade channels, is not being com- 
plied with. Attention is therefore again called to the fact that there 
are still undoubtedly in trade channels shaving brushes made from 
material contaminated with anthrax. 

Any brushes found in the market which do not bear the name or 
the trade-mark of the manufacturer should be regarded with sus- 
picion, and should be returned to the source from which they were 
secured, or should be disinfected. 

For the sterilization of brushes the following procedure is believed 
to be effective : 

The brush should be soaked for four hours in a 10 per cent solution 
of formalin (by formalin is meant a 40 per cent solution of formal- 
dehyde). The solution should be kept at a temperature of 110° F. 
and the brush so agitated as to bring the solution into contact with 
all hair or bristles. 

I shall be obliged to you for bringing this information to the atten- 
tion of all those interested. 
Respectfully, 

Rupert Blue, 
Surgeon General. 
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